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Newsletter March 2009 - Issue No 5.

A Note from the Publicity Officer – Muriel Manners
With a new Caledonian year looming on the horizon, we are making plans to welcome a new Chieftain into the fold.  Gary has now, very nearly, completed his 2-year tenure and will stand down at the end of March and hand the reigns on to the new, yet unknown, Chieftain.  Do you have the verve?  Are you interested in giving it a go?  Do you think you know someone who does?  If so, please contact us on our website: info@caledoniansocietyofoman.com if you would like to be nominated for this prestigious job; nominate someone else; or simply be interested in sitting on the committee (!).   

Since my last note, we have had the St Andrew’s Ball which was held again in the Palm Gardens of the Intercontinental Hotel in rather dubious weather, but the rain held off and I’ve since heard cries that it was “the best ball I’ve ever attended!”  The theme this year was “Scottish Whisky” which was inspired by the band “Whisky Kiss” who outdid themselves to cater to a crowd of nearly 500 revellers.  A record number of attendees for a Caledonian function.  It just shows that Ceilidh dancing is definitely catching on!  
Local artist Mr Saleem Sakhi, donated a beautiful painting of an Omani tribesman on horseback which was auctioned on the night and raised 350 RO.  Desert Thunder offered us a signed poster of The Proclaimers from their tour to Muscat last year.  This was auctioned and raised 170 RO.  Lastly, and raising the most for our charities, was an autographed Manchester United football shirt, which was generously donated by WG Engineering UK and managed to attain an amazing 1,000 RO.  Wow!  Thank you to all of our sponsors, this is a serious amount of money and has gone to some very worthy causes, helping a lot of people both here and in Scotland.  See our website for details.
The Kid’s Ceilidh as usual, was a roaring success also breaking record numbers in attendance.  Whisky Kiss had a great time playing for the kids, something which was new to them; it’s normally only adult functions they play for!  Another coup for the Caledonian Society then.  
The Scottish Country Dancing classes have had to be cancelled!  We had some very enthusiastic dancers come along every week and others attended sporadically, unfortunately not enough on a weekly basis to make it worthwhile.  It is a bit disappointing but I think when the bands have such great callers no-one feels the need for lessons.  

We “The Dance Troupe” managed to raise 98 RO from the profit of the money collected from the dance classes which was spent purchasing Eid outfits for the children of the Leprosy Centre at Rustaq which were very well received.  Thank you to those of you who took part in this.

The Burns’ Supper was the next event, which came hot on the heels of the ball.  Tickets for this were sold out in one hour!!  It was a very special event to celebrate 250 years since the bard’s birth and I think we did this justice!  There were speeches and recitals as you would imagine but there was also lots of laughter and merrymaking which is always a winning combination.  The night was definitely owned by Mr Bill Henry who is a dedicated disciple of Burns and his work.  He not only addressed the Haggis with a flourish, he also gave us “Tam O’Shanter” from memory – all 12 minutes of it - no mean feat!!  Mr Colin McKinley was excellent in his “Toast to the Bonnie Lassies” and Ms Hannah Loudoun as usual was bitterly scathing in her reply, well done Hannah!  I myself had a very brief moment in the spotlight, reciting “To a Louse” with my very proud mother beaming in the audience!

The band were first timers to Oman although two of them certainly had links from the past; Chris Higgins’ parents left Oman in September after his dad had a stint working here with BG and Mark was the brother of two of Laverock’s members!  Small world!  Alan and Graeme were just happy for the experience.  They made up Alladh Modhan (Allad Moan phonetically speaking) and they have begged us to allow them to return.

Friday 30th January saw another Kid’s Ceilidh at the Crowne Plaza where the kids were in fine form as usual and the band throwing in some party games as well as the dancing
The AGM will take place on Tuesday 31st March at 7.30 pm and will be held in the Al Ghazal pub of the Intercontinental Hotel.  New 2009/2010 membership forms/renewals will be available from 6.30 pm for one hour beforehand; again these will be 5RO per family/couple and 3RO per single person.
The AGM will be your chance to vote for your new Chieftain, see what has been done with the 32,000 RO money raised over the past 2 years and where it has gone and who it has helped.  A meeting not to be missed!  
All nominations for new Chieftain should be received before Friday 20th March. 
The Golf Day has just been confirmed as being on Thursday 30th April 2009 at the Ghallah-Wentworth Golf Club.  As usual it will be ‘9 hole, Stableford, Full Handicap (male and female competitors).  Entrants may sign up on the notice to be displayed on the board of the golf club or by phoning Mr Tony Coyle on 99356610/24567460.  

All entries to be in before Thursday 23rd April, the following information will be required:
1. Name of each Player (stating CalSoc member or not).

2. Handicap of each player.

3. Telephone contact number.

4. Name of spouse/friends attending prize giving and buffet.

Tee-off  3.00 - 3.30 pm

Presentation 6.30 – 7.00 pm

Buffet 7.00 – 7.30 pm
Music/Dance 8.00 pm till late

Entry fee RO.2 per player/guest. 
The date for the Summer Ceilidh has been set for Thursday 14th May and the band booked for this gig will be another new one to Muscat: Mad Parrot.  
The Scottish Food Night which is slightly later in the calendar this year will happen on Wednesday 10th June.  This is a very casual function with the food sampling, a quiz followed by a bit of a disco just to show that we’re all round dance enthusiasts!  Last year was the first one and got rave reviews.  Although you can’t please everyone all the time there were complaints too; they’d eaten far too much and were stuffed!  Just like a Sunday dinner at yer maw’s!!!!

FORTHCOMING EVENT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
31st March


Annual General Meeting.  Open for all members to attend.
Al Ghazal Pub, Intercontinental Hotel

6.30 pm Membership forms 2009/2010.  7.30 pm AGM. 

30th April 2009

2009 WATG/CalSoc Golf Tournament.




Ghallah-Wentworth Golf Course.





Tee-off 3.00 pm.  Presentation 6.30 – 7.00 pm.





Entries in by: Thurs 23rd April.


14th May


Summer Ceilidh, 7.30 pm – late.
Jabrin Ballroom, Intercontinental Hotel
15th May


Kid’s Ceilidh, 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm.
Sindbad Ballroom, Crowne Plaza Hotel

10th June


Scottish Food Night.
Details yet to be confirmed.

3rd December

St Andrews Ball, 7.30 pm till late.





Palm Gardens, Intercontinental Hotel.

4th December

Kid’s Ceilidh, 2.00 – 4.00 pm.





Sindbad Ballroom, Crowne Plaza Hotel.


Nomad Tours are offering our members 10% discount on game fishing, luxury yacht charters as well as Muscat sea adventures through 2008








Global Scuba is offering members of the Caledonian Society discounts.  Just mention us and you can SAVE.


�HYPERLINK "mailto:marketing@global-scuba.com"�marketing@global-scuba.com�


Sophiya 99826725











