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Newsletter October 2008 – Issue No 4.

A Note from the Publicity Officer – Muriel Manners
With the summer now over and the heat and humidity still not receding, our thoughts turn to the glorious winter months to come.  We, at the Caledonian Society have a few new exciting additions to the programme of events and a few changes too.  

Sadly, we lost two of our Committee members over the summer who have both moved on to pastures new; Mrs Ali Todd to Australia and Mr Rich McMahon back to the UK.  We have filled one of these places on the committee by welcoming Mr Willie Dunbar into the fold. 

Since my last note, we have had the Summer Ceilidh which went off without a hitch.  The band “Laverock” were excellent as usual, the food was fantastic and the dancing was superb!  Can we ask for more?  
Mr David Webber, a distinguished artist who has recently left the Omani shores to return to England after 27 years, donated a beautiful painting of the Sultan’s palace in Old Muscat.  A fantastic gesture, thank you David.  This was auctioned on the night with 500 RO being the winning bid by Mr Tom Totton.  Well done Tom on snatching yourself an original piece of art but also going some way to contributing to our charitable donations as well.
The ever popular Kid’s Ceilidh was also a roaring success.  Laverock played for 2 hours while the kids danced and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  This has become a very popular addition to our calendar with many of the little ones with their kilts on which have been especially purchased for these events.  There is a certain pride on their faces and a glint in their eye.  If mum and dad can get dressed up in this silly clobber and go out dancing then so can we!!

The Scottish Country Dancing classes have begun again!  Come one, come all and take part in a fun, energetic few hours on a Sunday evening (7.30 – 9.30 pm) at the British School’s Main Hall.  The first class was held on Sunday 12th October and was well met with 16 enthusiastic dancers in attendance.  The cost of these classes is a mere 2 RO per week to cover costs and any profits going to local Omani charities.  So come along and get your practice in before the ball!
The Car 2008 Treasure Hunt has been announced for Friday 14th November, another popular social event for the whole family.  Registration at the Dolphin Complex, Bowsher, will commence at 1.30 pm with the cars leaving at 2.00 pm.  The Society will take no responsibility for any arguments, fallouts or divorces however drastic/minor caused during this event!!  

On returning to the Dolphin Complex (around 5.00 pm), enjoy a swim in the pool followed by a BBQ supper and the awarding of prizes.  Come along and take part.

As you all probably know by now, preparations for the St Andrews Ball has begun.  This will take place on Thursday 4th December in the Palm Gardens of the Intercontinental Hotel.  We are fortunate this year to secure the band, “Whisky Kiss”, who are a semi-professional band of some esteem.  This promises to be another wonderful outdoor event with a record number or tickets sold.
The Kid’s Ceilidh will be held as usual on Friday 5th November in the Sindbad Ballroom of the Crowne Plaza Hotel from 2.00 – 4.00 pm.  Tickets are at a cost of 1RO per child (with an accompanying adult free of charge).  If you don’t have your tickets already they will be on sale again on Saturday 29th November from 8.00 – 9.30 am in the lower lobby of the Intercontinental Hotel.  But hurry, we don’t have many left.
25th January 2009 is a very big day for the Scottish patriots amongst us as this will be the 250th anniversary of Robert Burns’ birth in Alloway, on the outskirts of Ayr (Auld Ayr, whom ne’er a town surpasses, For honest men and bonnie lasses).  We are planning a very special Burns’ Supper this coming year; the Caledonian Members have been sworn to secrecy with threats of death if any information is leaked to the public!!
FORTHCOMING EVENT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Every Sunday evening
The Scottish Country Dance group will meet in the Main Hall of the

7.30 – 9.30 pm
 British School.  

14th November

Car Treasure Hunt:  Reg 1.30 pm, dep 2.00 pm, finish 7.00 pm

Dolphin Complex, Bowsher

4th December

St Andrew’s Ball, 7.00 pm - late
Palm Gardens, Intercontinental Hotel 

5th December

Kid’s Ceilidh 2.00 – 4.00 pm
Sindbad Ballroom, Crowne Plaza Hotel

29th January 2009

The Burns’ Supper, 7.30 - late

Jabrin Ballroom, Intercontinental Hotel

February 2009

2009 WATG/CalSoc Golf Tournament





Details yet to be confirmed.



Nomad Tours are offering our members 10% discount on game fishing, luxury yacht charters as well as Muscat sea adventures through 2008








Global Scuba is offering members of the Caledonian Society discounts.  Just mention us and you can SAVE.
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